Ministry of Science & Technology
Department of Science & Technology
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING RESEARCH COUNCIL
FAST TRACK PROPOSALS FOR YOUNG SCIENTISTS 

The Science and Engineering Research Council (SERC), Department of Science & Technology, in order to provide quick research support to young scientists below the age of 35 years, has introduced a new fast track mechanism since 2000-2001. Scientists are being encouraged, under the scheme, to pursue research in frontier areas of science and engineering, subject to peer review and other suitable mechanisms. Funding under this programme will be limited to a sum up to Rs.10 lakhs, which will include allocations for recurring costs (Fellowship, consumables, travel, contingency) and non-recurring costs for equipment (less than Rs.5.00 Lakhs). Scientists, if not holding regular positions, can draw a fellowship of Rs.15,000/- per month. The maximum duration of project support will be for a period not exceeding three years.

Eligibility: 

i) Candidates should possess Masters degree in Engineering/Technology or M.D. in Medicine with some research experience or a Ph.D. in Basic Science/Engineering including other sciences such as Veterinary Sciences or Pharmacy and Agricultural Sciences or equivalent.

ii) The scheme is open to young scientists who are below 35 years at the time of the submission of application. Age relaxation of 5 years would be given to candidates belonging to SC/ST/OBC, Women and Physically Handicapped Category. Necessary attested copies of supporting documents to this effect have to be enclosed. 

Recent Changes in submission of Proposals:

i) The project proposals for consideration under this scheme can be now submitted anytime throughout the year wef 01.05.2002.
ii) Applications can be submitted in the prescribed format available on our website <www.serc-dst.org>.

iii) Incomplete or sketchy applications will not be considered.

The formats could also be requested from the address given below. 

Ten copies of the application may kindly be sent to:

Dr. R.C. Srivastava

Scientist - G, SERC Division,

Department of Science & Technology

New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi - 110 016. 

The envelope containing the proposals should be superscribed with:

“SERC FAST TRACK PROPOSAL FOR YOUNG SCIENTISTS– (Broad Subject Area)”

Ministry of Science & Technology
Department of Science & Technology
SCIENCE AND ENGINEERING RESEARCH COUNCIL
FAST TRACK PROPOSALS FOR YOUNG SCIENTISTS 

The Department of Science & Technology, through the Fast Track Scheme for Young Scientists, promotes research in newly emerging and frontline areas of science and engineering.  In order to provide quick research support to young scientists below the age of 35 years, the department has introduced the new fast track mechanism.  Scientists will be encouraged, under the scheme, to pursue research of high standard in frontier areas of science and engineering, subject to peer review. 

· OBJECTIVES

1. To provide quick research support to young scientists for pursuing exciting and innovative research.

2. To provide opportunities for interaction and exchange of ideas with scientific community 

3. To involve young scientists in national S&T development process through research support

· ELIGIBILITY

1. The applicant should possess Masters degree in Engineering/Technology or M.D. in Medicine with some research experience or a Ph.D. in Basic Science/Engineering including other sciences such as Veterinary Sciences or Pharmacy and Agricultural Sciences or equivalent.

2. The candidate should be less than 35 years on the date of submitting the application. However age relaxation of 5 years would be given to scientists belonging to SC/ST/OBC, Women and Physically Handicapped category. Necessary supporting documents to this effect have to be enclosed.

· FUNDING

1. The funding under this scheme is up to a maximum of Rs.10.00 lakhs (including fellowship but excluding “Overhead Charges”) for a period not exceeding three years. If the proposed objectives may be achieved before three years, budget may be proposed accordingly

2. The funding includes Recurring costs (Fellowship wherever applicable, consumables, travel, and contingency) and minor equipment costing less than Rs.5.00 lakhs.

3. The applicant, if not holding a regular position or not drawing any other fellowship/stipend can draw a fellowship of Rs.15,000/- per month (all inclusive).  The fellowship is taxable.

4. The Department would provide “Overhead Charges” @ 20% of the project cost to the Host Institute.

5. Under the scheme there is no provision for providing support to any category of research staff. The Young Scientist is supposed to work during the entire duration of the project.

General Guidelines for Submission

1. The applicant should fulfill the eligibility criteria (education & age) as given under ‘Eligibility’. 

2. The funding is upto a maximum of Rs.10.00 lakhs (inclusive of fellowship, if applicable) for a period not exceeding three years.

3. Projects which involve Recombinant DNA work should be examined and certified by Institutional Biosafety Committee.  Certificate should accompany the project proposal

4. Projects, which are clinically oriented, or projects, which involve experiments with human and/or animal material, should be examined and certified by Institutional Ethical Committee. Certificate may be enclosed.

5. Proposals in the area of Earth Sciences should contain the geological map of the region to be studied.

6. All the required information should be given in the text of the proposal itself and not as annexures.

7. Incomplete application & application lacking scientific/technical details would not be considered.

8. At the time of submission of proposals, it is not necessary to get it forwarded by any Institute/ Laboratory.

9. Ten (10) copies of the complete proposal, in the format given below, neatly typed on A-4 size paper, should be submitted to DST at any time during the year to the following address:
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Dr. R.C. Srivastava

Scientist-G, SERC Division

Department of Science & Technology

Technology Bhavan, New Mehrauli Road

New Delhi-110016

Telefax: 011-6963695

E.mail: venktesh@alpha.nic.in
rchandra@alpha.nic.in
milind@alpha.nic.in
Website: www.serc-dst.org
Application Format

1. Broad subject area (Life Sciences, Physical Sciences, Chemical Sciences, Earth & Atmospheric Sciences, Mathematical Sciences, Engineering Sciences):

2. Specialization :

3. Title of the proposed project:

4. Name and address of the Investigator:

5. Details of the proposed project to be undertaken:

· Origin of proposal 

· Research work engaged in at present

· Objectives of the proposed project

· Review of R&D in the proposed area (National & International Status, Importance, patents etc.)

· Work plan (including detailed methodology and time schedule)

· Future plans

· Details of the research funding received in the past and/ongoing projects (mention Ref. no., title, duration, cost, funding agency, and brief achievements).

6. Name and address of the institution where the proposal will be/likely to be executed:

7. Facilities provided/to be made available  at the host institute:

8. Name(s) and address(es) of Indian expert(s) in the proposed area:

9. Details of financial requirements for three years (with justifications) and phasing for each year: 

	S.No.
	Head
	1st year
	2nd year
	3rd year
	Total

	1.
	Fellowship @Rs.15,000/-p.m.*
	
	
	
	

	2.
	Consumables
	
	
	
	

	3.
	Travel (within India)
	
	
	
	

	4.
	Contingency
	
	
	
	

	5.
	Minor Equipment (Generic Name with minimum required accessories, make & model & Cost in Indian Rupees)
	
	
	
	

	6.
	Overhead Costs (@20% of project cost)
	
	
	
	


* incase of Scientists having no regular employment and not drawing any fellowship during the project tenure

10. Have you ever applied before under Scheme for Young Scientists (OYS, SYS) or Fast Track Scheme? If yes, give details :

11. Any other information in support of the proposed project:

12. Statement from the Present Employer as per Annexure-I (In respect of persons holding regular position).

Detailed Biodata

1. Name of the Applicant :

2. Mailing Address (Indicate Telephone, Fax, E-mail, etc.)

3. Date of Birth :

4. Educational Qualifications (Starting from Graduation onwards):

	S.No.
	Degree
	University
	Year
	Subjects
	Percentage


5.
A.
Details of professional training and research experience, specifying  



period.

B. Details of employment (past & present)

C. List of significant publications during last five years (with details)

6. Professional recognition, awards, fellowships received:

7. Any other information.

Place & date:





Signature of the applicant

Annexure-I

(Statement from Employer, if employed)

This is to certify that:

I. Dr. ___________________, the Principal Investigator in the project entitled……………………will assume full responsibility for implementing the project.

II. The date of appointment starts from the date on which the University/Institute receives the bank draft/cheque from the Department of Science & Technology.

III. The Investigator will be governed by the rules and regulations of the University/ Institute and will be under administrative control of the University/ Institute for the duration of the project.

IV. The grant-in-aid by the Department of Science & Technology will be used to meet the expenditure on the project and for the period for which the project has been sanctioned as indicated in the sanction letter/ order.

V. No administrative or other liability will be attached to the Department of Science & Technology at the end of the project.

VI. The University/ Institute will provide basic infrastructure and other required facilities to the investigator for undertaking the research project.

VII. The University/ Institute will take into its books all assets received under this sanction and its disposal would be at the discretion of Department of Science & Technology.

VIII. Institute assumes to undertake the financial and other management responsibilities of the project. 

Seal of University/Institute






Signature

Registrar of University/Head of Institute

