The university offers open education courses and the current system of education followed by the university includes the following:

• Term-end examinations

• Continuous assessment of learner progress through assignments

• Face-to-face contact classes in the form of tutoring sessions and counseling classes

• Printed materials in self-learning format

Tamil Nadu Open University offers courses under various categories like professional courses, PG courses, UG Courses, diploma courses, certificate courses, vocational diploma courses, B. Ed courses and catering and hotel administration courses. For getting into the courses offered by the university certain minimum qualification requirements are to be filled by the candidates. The courses offered by the TNOU are designed keeping Indira Gandhi National Open University as model. The flexible examination system followed by the university is the main reason for the popularity of the university. The list of courses offered by the Tamil Nadu Open University is given below:

Professional Courses:

• Master of Business Administration

o General

o Shipping & Logistics

o Hospital Administration

o Retail Management

• Master of Computer Applications

• Master of Computer Applications (Lateral Entry)

PG Courses:

• Master of Science in

o Mathematics

o Counseling & Psychotherapy

o Psychology

• Master of Science in Counseling & Psychotherapy (Lateral Entry)

• Master of Commerce

• Master of Arts in

o Criminology & Criminal Justice Administration

o Tourism & Travel Studies

o Economics

o Social Work

o Sociology

o Tamil

o Political Administration

o Political Science

o History

o English

UG Courses:

• Bachelor of Arts in

o English

o Urdu

o Tamil

o History

o Economics

o Public Administration

o Social Work

o Business Economics

o Public Administration

o Political Science

o Sociology

o Criminology and Criminal Justice Administration

o Functional Tamil

o English and Communication

o History and Heritage Management

o Tourism and Travel Studies

• Bachelor of Business Administration

o General

o Computer Applications

o Retail Management

o Marketing Management

• Bachelor of Commerce

o General

o Bank Management

o Corporate Seretaryship

o Accounting & Finance

o Computer Applications

• Bachelor of Computer Applications

• Bachelor of Computer Applications for Diploma students of Polytechnic colleges

• Bachelor of Science in

o Mathematics with computer applications

o Mathematics

o Geography

o Hospitality & Hotel Administration for Ex-diploma holders

o Hospitality & Hotel Administration for Diploma holders

o Hospitality & Hotel Administration

Diploma Courses:

• Diploma in

o Databases

o Media Arts

o Management

Certificate Courses:

• Certificate in

o Environmental Studies (CES)

o Food and Nutrition (CFN).

o Computer Application (CAS)

o Rural Development (CRD)

o Teaching of English (CTE)

o Teaching of Primary School Mathematics (CTPM)

o Empowering Women through Self-Help Groups (CWDL)

o NGO Management

Vocational Diploma Courses:

• Diploma in

o DTP Operator (DDTP)

o Refrigeration and Air Conditioning Technician (DRAT)

o House Electrician (DHE)

o Plumbing Technician (DPT)

o Catering Assistant (DCA)

o Four Wheeler Mechanism (DFWM)

o Fashion Design and Garment Making (DFGM)

o Health Assistant (DHA)

o Early Childhood Care and Education (Kindergarten)

o Beautician

o Bakery and Confectionery

o Food Production

o Mobile Phone Servicing

o Home Appliances Repair and Servicing

o Animation

o Computer Applications

o Multimedia System

o Computer Hardware Servicing (DCHS)

Catering & Hotel Administration Courses:

• Bachelor of Science in

o Catering and hotel administration

o Catering and Hotel Administration - dual mode for the students undergoing three - year Diploma

o Catering and Hotel Administration for Ex- Diploma holders

• Diploma in

o Food Production

o Bakery and Confectionary

o Food and Beverage Service

In addition to these courses, the university also offers M. Phil courses in many subjects. The university has study centres not only in the state of Tamil Nadu, but it also has study centres in different states in India. The university has tie-ups with International Council for Open and Distance Education, Commonwealth of Learning and it is approved by the University Grants Commission. Thus, Tamil Nadu Open University acts as the best university for open learning in the state of Tamil Nadu.
