Tips for Essay Writing

Essay writing is an art. Some people are naturally good at writing. They don't need any special training or instructions in order to write a good essay. Such people are high on what Psychologist Howard Gardner called "Linguistic Intelligence". Most of us are not that gifted. We need to LEARN to write good essay. First step of such learning is to understand what makes an essay a "Good Essay". What are the essential gradients of a good essay. If you understand these factors, then writing a good essay will become a comparatively easy task.

We suggest the following tips to you which will help you to write good essay:

Select Your Essay.

Analysing the Essay.

Do The Brainstorming

Identify the Arguments

Arrange your arguments

Introduce the essay (Introduction)

Write the body of the Essay

Conclude your Essay (Conclusion)

Revise your essay

Select Your Essay?

UPSC provides you at least 4-5 essay to choose from. Be very careful to select the essay that you would prefer to write. While selecting an essay to write, ask these questions from yourself:

How much knowledge do you have about the topic?

What is your perceived comfort level about the topic you choose?

How much factual information you can recall about the topic (for or against the topic, the data relevant to the topic etc.

Do you have some opinion of your own about the topic (for or against it)?

To what extent the topic is controversial?

To what extent the topic evokes extreme reactios from people?

Depending on the answer to these question, select your topic. You knowledge -- both factual and understanding -- should be the most primary criteria of your choice. Along with that, ensure that you some opinion about the topic. This will bring some conviction in your arguments when you write them. Further, keep this in mind that the topic should not be too controversial and should not evoke extreme reactions from people in general.

If all these criteria are already taken into consideration, then also, you are left with more than one choices, then I would prefer an essay that is more thought and idea-based. In such essays, you have better options to show your own thought process, your creativity, your rationality and logic, the analytical bent of your mind, your ability to grasp deeper and wider meanings of the topic under consideration. Such topics will give you better opportunity to show your special talent. It will help the examiner to differentiate you from other. But, again be very cautious. Such essays should be chosen ONLY WHEN all other criteria have been perfectly met. If not, then go for a safer subject--maybe even fact-based.

Analyse the Essay:

Next step should be a deep analysis of the topic of the essay. Read and re-read the topic of your essay many times, with, maybe, some gap in between. During this period, do a deep analysis of the topic. Underline all the crucial words in the topic. Even better, write down those words or word-group separately, maybe on separate line, on a page at the back of your answer-sheet.

This separation of the words of the topic will provide you with a perspective to look at the topic and help you to determine the focus and direction that your essay should take later. Write down some words or thoughts that come to your mind in front of these word or word-group.

Brainstorming:

Brainstorming is the process of thinking critically,arriving at newer ideas, hidden insights about a topic. In brainstorming, you allow your mind to come up with more and more newer and older ideas. It is a process of jogging up your memory and allow all or most ideas about the topic of your essay to come to your conscious mind.

During this step, close your eyes and try to focus on the topic of your essay. Write down everything that comes to your mind on a piece of paper without bothering for the order in which they appear in your mind.

Once you have spent enough time and have come out with enough number of thought and arguments more comprehensively, then go on to the next step. Arrange all those arguments in a logical order in which they should appear in your essay (for example, by putting a number before them signifying their order.

Then try to identify all the arguments both in favor and against the issue involved and then arrange them in a logical coherent order.

Write the Introduction of the Essay:

Introduction is the entry point of the essay. It is the first impression about your essay. And as far as first impression is the last impression, introduction is one of the most important part of the essay. A good introduction of your essay should have the following qualities:

It should be informative. It should provide a short glimpse of what the whole essay is all about.

The entire introduction should lead towards the presentation of your arguable assertion, or thesis, whereby you take a stand on the issue you are discussing.

Your introduction should not be too broad and general, so as to fit into almost any essay. Make it as specific as possible. 

Don't make your essay too long. That will make your reader weary, tired and maybe even bored. That is the last thing that you would like him/her to do.

Deliver your main thesis or argument at the end of the Introduction. This will make your reader aware of the general position that you are going to take in the essay.

 The first goal of the Introduction is to grab your reader's attention and to sustain it. For this, you must generate some interest in the reader about the topic of the essay. To achieve this, you can choose to do any of the following: 

Present an interesting fact.

Present a surprising piece of information.

Present an exciting quotation.

Present an intriguing paradox.

Present an explanation of the odd term.

Present a short narrative or anecdote. (Avoid using a fiction)

Ask a provocative question.

OR, do anything that you think will be interesting to the reader.

Write the body of the essay:

This part of the page will be uploaded by tomorrow evening.

Conclude Your Essay:

This part of the page will be uploaded by tomorrow evening.

Revise Your Essay:

This part of the page will be uploaded by tomorrow evening.
