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DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH
HNBGU SRINAGAR (GARHWAL)
M.A. Courses 

      
First Semester

Core / Compulsory courses 

Course I – English Literature from Geoffrey Chaucer to John Milton 
(3 credits)

Course II – Drama Excluding Shakespeare 




(3 credits)

Course III – Early Humanists Literature




(3 credits)

Course IV – Literary Criticism I 





(3 credits)

Course V – Studies in English Prose 





(3 credits)

Course VI – American Literature 





(3 credits)

Second Semester 

Core/Compulsory Courses 

Course VII – William Shakespeare





(3 credits)

Course VIII – Eighteenth Century Literature 



(3 credits)

Course IX – Literary Criticism II





          (3 credits)

Course X – Studies in Romantic Poetry 




(3 credits)
Course XI – Literature in Ninetieth Century 




(3 credits)

Course XII – Indian Literature in English 




(3 credits)

Third Semester

Core/ Compulsory Courses 

Course XIII – Twentieth Century Poetry 




(3 credits)
Course IVX – Indian Writing in Translation 




(3 credits)

Course XV – Major Critical Concepts and Movements (Modern) 
(3 credits)

Elective/Optional Courses:  The Candidates are required to opt any three courses/ papers from the following group of courses. 

Courses XVI – Group (A)

1- Commonwealth Literature 





(3 credits)
2- Translation and Translation Theory




(3 credits)

Courses XVII – Group (B) 
1- Ancient Greek and Latin Literature in Translation 


(3 credits)

2- Studies in European Comedy





(3 credits)

Course XVIII – Group (C)

1- Modern Indian Writing 





(3 credits)

2- Contemporary Indian Novel 





(3 credits) 
Fourth Semester 

Core/Compulsory Courses 

Course XIX – Studies in Twentieth Century 




(3 credits)

Course XX – Literary Criticism 

III



(3 credits)

Course XXI – Modern Critical Thought




(3 credits)

Elective/Optional Courses 

The Candidates are required to opt any two courses/papers from the following group of courses: 

Course XXII – Group A  






(3 Credits)
1- Studies in Diasporic Literature 







2- Special Study of Authors 






Course XXIII – Group B 






(3 Credits)
1- African, South African Literature 
2- Comparative Literature 

3- Literature in Gender 

OR

New Literatures, Literature of the Nobel Laureates in the Twenty First Century, Continental Literature. 

Course XXIV – Viva-Voce 






(3 credits)

M.A. English

Syllabus

Semester- I  

Compulsory Courses 

Course I. English Literature from Geoffrey Chaucer to John Milton. 

(i) Geoffrey Chaucer 
: (a) ‘The General Prologue 
(b) The Pardoner’s Prologue and Tale 

(c) The Nun’s Priests Tale 

(ii) Edmund Spenser 
: The Faerie Queen – Book I 

(iii) Sir Thomas Wyatt: 
(a) ‘Whoso list to hunt’

(b)  ‘Farewell, Love’ 

(iv) William Shakespeare : Sonnets 18, 29, 110, 116, 130 
(v) John Donne 

:(a) ‘A Valediction: of my Name on the window’ 

(b) Canonization 

(c) ‘Death Be Not Proud’

(vi) John Milton: Paradise Lost – Book I & II 

Course II Drama Excluding Shakespeare 

(1) Christopher Marlowe 

: 
Edward II 

(2) Ben Johnson 


:
The Alchemist 

(3) John Webster 


: 
The Duchess of Malfi 

(4) William Congreve 

: 
The Way of the World 

(5) John Gary 


: 
The Beggar’s Opera 

(6) G.B. Shaw 


:
Man and Superman 

Course III 
: Early Humanists ‘Literature’ 
(i) Thomas More 

: Utopia: ‘Travel and Trade’, ‘Moral Philosophy’ 
‘Delight in Leashing’ ‘Slaves’, Marriage Customs 
(ii) Nicola Machiavelli
: The Prince 

(iii) Michel de Montaigne
: ‘On Repenting’ in Michel de Boutique: The Complete Essays. 

(iv) Richard Hakluyt
:Voyages and Discoveries of English Nation by sea or over land at any time within the compass of these 1500 years: ‘The Famous Voyage of Sir Francis Drake into the South Sea, 1577’. The Voyage of Mr. Ralph Fitch to E. India, 1583-1591’ 

(v) Desiderius Erasmus      
: Praise of Folly 
(vi) Roger Ascham 

: ‘The School Master’ 
Course IV: Literary Criticism (1)

(I) Plato 

: Republic – Book X

(II) Aristotle 

: The Poetics 

(III) Longinus 
            :  On the Sublime
(IV) Philip Sidney 
: An Apology for Poetry 
(V) Nicolas Boileau    : Art Poetique (The Art of Poetry)
(VI) Dryden

: Essay of Dramatic Poetry 

Course V: Studies in English Prose 

(i) Francis Bacon – ‘of Truth’, ‘of Studies’, ‘of Simulation and Dissimulation’, ‘of 
 Marriage and single life’, ‘of travel’ 

(ii) Charles Lamb –‘ Dream Children’, ‘All Fools’ Day’ ‘New years Eve’, ‘my 
 Relations’   

(iii) Hazlitt

– ‘The Indian Jugglers’ “on Ignorance of the Learned’ ‘on 
    Going a Journey’ 

(iv) Addison 

– The Spectator : ‘The Spectator’s Account of Himself’ ‘of the 
   club’, “Sir Roger at Home’, ‘On Ghosts and Apparitions’ 

(v) Ruskin

- ‘Unto this hast’ 

(vi) Rousseau
            - Confessions 

Course VI American Literature 

(i) Ralph Waldo Emerson     : Nature 

(ii) Walt Whitman

: ‘Crossing Brooklyn Ferry’, ‘On the Beach at Night’ 
‘One’s Self I sing’, ‘I Celebrate Myself’, ‘Animals’ 

(iii) Emily Dickinson
: ‘Success is counted sweetest’, ‘Because I could not 
stop for Death, ‘The Soul Selects its own society’, ‘ I felt Funeral in My Brain, ‘A Light Exists in Spring’ 

(iv) Mark Twain

: Huckleberry Finn 

(v) Sylvia Plath 

: ‘Daddy’, ‘Mirror’, ‘Lady Lazarus’, ‘ A Birthday Present’ 

(vi) Hawthorne 

: The Scarlet Letter 

(vii) Saul Bellow

: Herzog
Recommended Books :

Alfred W. Pollard and et. al., The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer.

Ian Watt, The Rise of the Novel

M.A.R. A History of Literary Criticism, Marshaell Walker
B. Prasad  Literary  Criticism

Marshaell Walker. The Literature of the USA…..

Alfred W. Pollard and et. al., The Works of Geoffrey Chaucer.

Emile Legouis  and Legouis Cazamian. A History of English Literature.

Arthur-Compton-Rickett. A History of English Literature.

Semester II 
Compulsory Courses 
Course VII – William Shakespeare 

(i) Hamlet 

(ii) King Lear 

(iii) The Tempest 

(iv) Measure for Measure 

(v) Anthony and Cleopatra 

(vi) Henry IV, Part I & 2 

Course VIII – Eighteenth Century Literature 

(i) Alexander Pope
            : An Epistle to Dr. Arbuthnot 

(ii) John Dryden

: Absalom and Achitophel
(iii) Jonathan Swift

: A Tale of a Tub 

(iv) Henry Fielding

: Tom Jones 

(v) Daniel Defoe

: Moll Flanders 

(vi) Collins and Gray
            : ‘Ode To Evening’, ‘Lines Written in a Country 
    Churchyard’ 

Course IX- Literary Criticism 2 
(i) Dr. Samuel Johnson 
: Preface to Shakespeare 

(ii) P.B. Shelley 

: Defence of Poetry 

(iii) William Wordsworth 
: Preface to Lyrical Ballads 

(iv) S.T. Coleridge 

: Biographic Literaria ; XIVth & XVII Chapters 

(v) Matthew Arnold 
             : The Study of Poetry 

(vi) T.S. Eliot 

             : ‘Tradition and Individual Talent’, ‘Hamlet’, ‘The 
   Function of Criticism’, ‘The Metaphysical Poets’ 

Course X – Studies in Romantic Poetry 

(i) William Wordsworth
: ‘Tintern Abbey’, ‘Solitary Reaper’, ‘Immortality ode’, 
   ‘Lucy Poems’, ‘The World is too much with us’ 

(ii) William Blake 

: ‘The Marriage of Heaven and Hell.

(iii) S.T. Coleridge

: ‘The Rime of Ancient Mariner’, ‘Kubla Khan’, 
   ‘Dejection Ode’ 

(iv) John Keats

            : ‘Ode to Nightingale’, ‘Ode to Autumn , ‘Ode to Grecian
   Urn,’ ‘Ode to Melancholy’ 

(v) P.B. Shelley

: Adonais , ‘Ode to West Wind’ 

(vi) Lord Byron

: Don Juan, Cantos I, II 

Course XI – Literature in Ninetieth Century 

(i) Tennyson

: ‘Lotus Eaters’, ‘Tears! Idle Tears!’ ‘The Lady of 
  Shallot’, ‘Morte d’Arthur’ 

(ii) Robert Browning
: ‘The Last Ride Together’, ‘Rabbi Ben Ezra’, “Audrea 
   Dilsarto.’, Prospice’ 

(iii) Matthew Amold

: Scholar Gipsy  

(iv) Thomas Hardy 

: Jude the obscure 

(v) Charles Dickens
            : David Copperfield 

(vi) George Eliot

: Middlemarch 

Course XII – Indian Writing in English 

(i) A.K. Ramanujam : ‘Noryal Purnima’, ‘ A River’, ‘Still-Life’, ‘Small Scale

 Reflections on a great House,’ The Striders’ 
(ii) Nissim Ezekiel 

: ‘A Morning walk’, ‘Case Study’, ‘ Night of the Scorpion’ 

‘Philosophy’, ‘Jasmine Roy’, ‘Midmonsoon Madness’ 

(iii) Sarojini Naidu: 

: ‘The Indian Weavers’ , ‘Purda Nasin’ 
(iv) Raja Rao 

            : The Serpent and The Rope 

(v) Mulk Raj Anand 
            : Two Leaves and a Bud 

(vi) R.K. Narayan 

: The Guide 
Recommended Books :

E. Bernbaum. Guide  Through the Romantic Movement, and edn., New York, 1949.

The English Romantic Poets: A Review of  Research. The Modern Language  Association of Amercia, New York, 1951.

H.V.D. Dyson and John Butt. Augustans and Romantics (Introduction to English Literature, Vol. III, 1950).
Douglas Bush. Mythology and the Romantic Tradition in English Poetry (1937).

D.G. James. The Romantic Comedy (1948).

M.H. Abrams. The Mirror and the Lamp (1953).

A.L. Reed. Background of Gray’s Elegy (1924).

Lord David Cecil. The Poetry of Thomas Gray (Warton Lecture, 1924).

E.de Selincourt. Letters of William and Dorothy Wordsworth (6 VOl., 1935-9).

G.M. Harper. Williams Wordsworth, His Life, Works and Influence (2Vol., 1916: revd. 1929).
F.W. Bateson, Wordworth: a re-interpretation (1954).
Willey, Basil, Ninetieth Century Studies-Coleridge to Arnold.

V.K. Gokak. English in India: Its Past and Future 

K.R. Srinivasa Iyengar. Indian Writing in English

David McCutchion. Indian Writing in English.

Bhupal Singh. A Survey of Anglo-Indian Fiction.

C. Paul. Verghese. Problems of Indian Creative Writer in English

Paul West. The Modern Novel.

T.H. Ward. The English Poets.

Hugh Walker. The Literature of the Victorian Era.

C. Leech. Shakespeare’s Tragedies.

R. Nevo. Tragic Form in Shakespeare.
B. Spivack Shakespeare and the Allegory of Evil.

Stephen A Shapiro. The Ambivalent Animal: Man in the  Contemporary British and American Novel.

Thomas E. Porter. Mythic Elements in Modern American Drama.

Robert C. Tuttle. The Identity of Walt Whitman: Motive, Theme, and Form in Leaves of Grass.

M.A. Final
Semester I 

Course XIIIth – Twentieth Century Poetry 

(i) W.B. Yeats 
: The Second Coming 

i. Sailing to Byzantium

ii. When you are old  

(ii)  T.S. Eliot 
– The Waste Land 

- Gerontion 

(iii)  W.H. Auden – In Memory of W.B. Yeats, Lay your sleeping Head, my love 

(iv) Stephen Spender : The Temple 
(v) Gerald Manley Hopkins : The Wreck of The Deutschland 
(vi) Edith Sitwell : The Song of The Cold  
Course XIVth – Indian Literature in English Translation 
(i) Bharata 


: From The Natyasastra, Chapters 18 to 21.

(ii) Anandvardhana
: ‘The First Flash’ in the Dhvanyaloka 

(iii) Rabindranath Tagore
: Gitanjali 

(iv) Kalidasa 


: Abhijana Shakuntlam 

(v) Shrieal Shukla

: Raag Darbari 

(vi) Vyasa 


: ‘The Karna Parva’ in The Mahabharata 

Course XV: Major Critical Concepts and Movements (Modern) 

(i) Realism, Naturalism , Marxism 
(ii) Symbolism and Expressionism 

(iii) Existentalism, Absurdism 

(iv) Post Colonialism, Orientalism 

(v) Myth Criticism 

(vi) Psychoanalytical Criticism 

Course XVI – Group A (Elective)

1- Commonwealth Literature - Contemporary British, Canadian & Australian Poetry, Post-Colonial Literature, Post-Colonial Theory  
2- Translation and Translation Theory 

i) S. Bassntt
: Translation Studies 

ii) Walter Benjamin: The Task of a Translation and Derrida: Structure, Sign and Play in the Discourse of the Human Sciences 

iii) J.P. Graham: Differences in Translation 

iv) J. Holnus, J. Lambett and Lotevre: Literature in Translation 

v) H. Kittel and A.R. Frank: Intercultural and Historical study of Literary Translation 

vi) S. Mukherjee: Translation as Discovery, and S. Chaudhari: Translation and Understanding 
Course XVII – Group B (Elective)

1- Ancient Greek and Latin Literature in Translation 
i) Euripides
            : Ion 

ii) Aeschylus   
: Oresteia 

iii) Ovid 


: ‘ Apollo and Daphne’, ‘Echo and Narcissus’, ‘Orpheus 
  and Euridyce’ in the Metamorphoses 

iv) Virgil 

: Aneid 

v) Horace

: Ars Poetica (Art of Poetry)

vi) Juvenal

: From Juvenal: Sixteen Saires 

OR

2- Studies in European Comedy 

i) Francois Rabelais
: Gargantua, in the Histories of Gargantua and        Pantagruel 

ii) Miguel Cervantes  
: Don Quixote 

iii) Moliere


: The Misanthrope 

iv) Nikolai Gogol

: Dead Souls 

v) Milan Kundera

: The Book of Laughter and Forgetting 

vi) George Meredith
            : ‘An Essay on Comedy’ 

Course XVIII Group C 
Course Modern Indian Writing (Elective)

i) Salmaan Rushdie
            – Midnight’s Children 

ii) Girish Kasnad 

– Tuglaq 

iii) Mohammad Iqbal 

– ‘Piety and Profligacy’, ‘Dagh’, ‘Saqi Nama,’ in Iqbal’s: A Selection of Urdu Verse 

iv) Chitra Banerjee Devakarini - Black Candle: Poems about women from India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh 

v) Arun Koltkar
      – ‘Woman’, ‘Irani Restaurant Bombay’, ‘Biograph’, Jejuri’ in The Oxford Anthology of Twelve Moderne Indian Poets 

(B) Contemporary Indian Novel 

I) Amitav Ghosh 

– Sea of Poppies 

II) Arundhati Roy 

– The God of Small Things 

III) Anita Desai 

– Cry the Peacock 

IV) Vikram Seth 

– A Suitable Boy 

Recommended Books :

Bloom, Harold et. al. 1979. Deconstruction and Criticism. London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

Booth, W.C. 1979. Powers and Limits of Critical Pluralism. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

Boulton, Marjorie. 1982. The Anatomy of Poetry (2nd -edition). London: Routledge and Kegan Paul.

Brooks, Cleanth. 1947. The Well Wrought Urn. Londono: Methuen.

Burke, Keneath. 1966. Language as Symbolic Action. Berkeley and Los Angels: University of California Press.

Chandra, Naresh. 1979. New Criticism : A Appraisal. Delhi: Doaba House.

Chomsky, Noam. 1965. Aspects of the Theory of Syntax. Cambridge: Mass. MIT Press.

Clarke, Simon. 1981. The Foundations of Structuralism: A Critique of Levi-Strauss and the Structuralist Movement . Brighton: Harvester Press.

Culler, Jonathan. 1975. Structuralist Poetics : Structuralism Linguistics and the study of Literature: London: Routledge and Kegan Paul. 1976. Saussure. London: Collins(Fontana).

1981. The Pursuit of Signs : Semiotics, Literature, Deconstruction. London : Routledge and Kegan Paul.

Alamgir Hashmi. Commonwealth Literature: An Essay Towards the Re-definition of A Popular/Counter Culture.

Fourth Semester 

Core/Compulsory Courses 

Course XIX – Studies in Twentieth Century Drama 

i) Bertolt Brecht

 – Mother Courage 

ii) Samuel Beckett 
             – Waiting for Godot 

iii) Arthur Miller 

– The Death of a Salesman 

iv) John Osborne

– Look Back in Anger and Deja 

v) Eugene O’Neill, 
            - The Hairy Ape, (VI), 
   G.B. Shaw – Candida 

vi) T.S. Eliot 

            – Murder in the Cathedral 

Course XX – Literary Criticism 3 

i) Formalism –
 (New Criticism)

ii) Feminism and Gender Studies 
iii) New Historicism and Cultural Materialism 

iv) Structuralism, Post – Structuralism, and Deconstruction 

v) Modernism, Post – Modernism, New Modernity 

vi) Narratology and Stylistics 

Course XXI – Modern Critical Thought 

i) Walter Benjamin    
: ‘The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Production’ 

ii) Mikhail Bakhtin

: ‘Epic and Novel’ 

iii) Jacques Lacan 
            : The Agency of the letter in the Unconscious or 
  Reason Since Freud, Section I: ‘The Meaning of the Letter’

iv) Julia Cristeva

: ‘Women Time’ 
v) Michel Foucoult 
            : ‘What is an Author?’

vi) Raymond Williams
: ‘Hegemony’, ‘Traditions’, ‘Institutions, Formations and 
Dominant, Residual Emergent in Marxism in Literature  

Course XXII – Group A (Elective)

1- Studies in Diasporic Literature 

i) Chenoa Achebe     
– Things fall Apart 

ii) Bharti Mukherjee  
– Jasmine 
iii) Michael Ondaatze 
– ‘The Cinnamon Peeler’, ‘The Time Around Scars’, 
‘Letters and Other World’, ‘Billboards’, in The Cinnamon Peeler: Selected Poems 

iv) Khaled Hosseini 
            – The Kite Runner 

v) Jhumpa Lahiri

– The Interpreter of Maladies 

vi) V.S. Naipaul 

– Area of Darkness 

2- XXII 2 – Special study of Authors (Any Two of the following)
i) D.H. Lawrence 

ii) E.M. Forster 

iii) Margaret Atwood 

iv) James Joyce 

v) Virginia Woolf 

vi) Jane Austen 

vii) I.A. Richards 

viii) T.S. Eliot

Course XXIII- Group B (Elective) 

1- African, South African Literature 

2- Comparative Literature 

3- Literature and Gender 

i) Oscar Wilde 
            – The Picture of Dorian Gray 

ii) Virginia Woof 
– Orlando 
iii) D.H. Lawrence 
– The Fox 

iv) Margaret Fuller 
– ‘Woman in the Nineteenth Century’ 

Friedrich Engels         – ‘The Origins of Family’, Private Property and the State’ 

v) Sigmund Freud
- ‘Beyond the Pleasure’, ‘The Ego and the Id’ 

Judith Butler
- ‘Subjects of Sex/Gender/Desire’, in Gender Trouble: Feminism and the Subversion of Identity 

vi) Eunice de Souza: ‘Catholic Mother’, ‘For a Child’, Not Clever’, Autobiographical’ ‘Pilgrim’ 
vii)  Imtiaz Dharkar : ‘Purdah I’, ‘Minority’, ‘Battle Line’, ‘Honour Killing’ 

OR

4- New Literatures: Literature of the Nobel Laureates in the Twenty First   

                                  Century,  Continental Literature. 
Recommended Books :
Derrida, Jacques. 1978. The Act of Interpretation. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.

Eagleton, Terry. 1976. Marxism and Literary Criticism. London : Faber and Faber.

1967. The Sacred Wood. London ; Butler and Tanner.

1960. Selected Essays. New York: Harcourt, Brace.

1933. The use of Poetry and the Use of Criticism. London: Faber and Faber.

1945. What is a Classic ? London: Faber and Faber.

Empson, William. 1947. Seen Types of Ambiguity. New York: New Directions.

Glickson.ed.1951. Amercian Literary Criticism. New York: Hendrick House.

Norrois, Christopher.1982. Deconstruction: Theory and Practice. London: Methuen.

Richards, I.A.1925. Foundationsof Aesthetics. New York: George Allen Unwin.

1930. The Principal of Literary Criticism. London: Har Court, Brace.

Trilling, Lionel.1957. The Liberal Imagination. London: Martin Secker and Warburg.

Welleck, Rene.1963. Concepts of Criticism. New Heaven: Yale University Press.
Course XXIV – Viva – Voce 

     (Professor S. S. Deo)

  Head of the Dept., English 

          & MEOFL 
